
This week, we are pleased to be holding our Parent Consultation Meetings, 
offering both online and face-to-face appointments to suit families’ needs. 
These meetings are an important part of our commitment to strengthening the 
partnership between home and school. When we work together, children are 
best supported to make the strongest possible progress in their learning.
We hope that you have had the opportunity to read through the parent 
consultation reports and spend some time over the weekend looking at your 
child’s work in preparation for the meeting. These discussions are most valuable 
when we can share insights, celebrate achievements, and identify next steps 
together. We are very much looking forward to meeting with you. Thank you, as 
always, for your continued support.

Reporting Your Child’s Absence
If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, please ensure you contact the 
school office to inform us of their absence. It is important that you provide clear 
details about the reason for their absence; simply stating that your child is 
“unwell” is not sufficient. Providing specific information helps us determine 
whether the absence can be authorised and supports us in monitoring patterns 
of illness across the school. This is a vital part of keeping our school community 
safe and protected from the spread of illness and infection. This is particularly 
important in the current climate, where we remain on heightened alert for the 
signs and symptoms of illnesses such as meningitis. Your cooperation enables us 
to take appropriate action when necessary and to safeguard the health of all 
pupils and staff. Thank you for helping us maintain a safe and healthy school 
environment.

Scholastic Book Fair
Thank you to everyone who supported last week’s bookfair.

Going on a Bear Hunt – Ellenor Charity Project
As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, our school is taking part in ‘The Dartford 
Bear Hunt’ in support of the Ellenor Charity. We have a bear sculpture that will be 
part of a trail of bears around our local area. Our first fundraising activity is to 
design the images that will be painted on the bear. Your child has chosen one of 
our school Patron Saints to draw in the ‘El Salvadorian’ art style. This has been 
drawn in an art lesson at school. Today, they will bring a copy of their design 
home to show you. Please send a minimum donation of £2, in a named envelope 
for your child to enter the competition. The winning designs will then be painted 
on our bear, ready to take part in the trail. Thank you for your support.

New website
The new website has gone live this afternoon. While the content remains the 
same, it will look a little different and as time goes on, new pages and content 
will be developed. If you experience any difficulties accessing the site or 
information it contains, please contact the school office. 

Stations of the Cross
Please join us each Friday after school at 3.30pm for Stations of the Cross in St 
Vincent’s Church. It lasts just 30 minutes and offers a peaceful and meaningful 
way to come together during this important season.

YR Class Assembly
We look forward to welcoming the parents and carers of YR to their class 
assembly this Friday at 2.15pm.

School Meals menu
The summer school meal menu has been published and is attached to this 
newsletter for your information. Please spend some time looking at it with your 
child and discussing the meal options each day. If there are days that your child 
does not want a school dinner, parents are able to provide them with a healthy 
packed lunch.
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‘Trust in the Lord… and He will direct your path.’ Adapted from Proverbs 3:5-6
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This Sunday’s Gospel tells the story of 
Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. 
When Lazarus becomes ill, Jesus delays 
coming, and by the time he arrives, 
Lazarus has died. Despite the sadness of 
Mary and Martha, Jesus shows both 
compassion—by weeping—and divine 
power by calling Lazarus back to life. 

This Gospel teaches us that Jesus is the 
source of life and has power over death, 
and it encourages us to trust in him 
even in difficult times. It reminds us that 
faith in Jesus brings hope, and that God 
can bring new life out of any situation.

Loving Father,
we thank you for the gift of your Son, 

Jesus, who is the resurrection 
and the life.

In times of sadness, doubt, or difficulty, 
help us to trust in you 

as Mary and Martha did.
Strengthen our faith so that we may 
believe even when we cannot see.

Bring hope to our hearts 
and remind us that you can 

bring new life out of every situation.
Through Christ our Lord, Amen.
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Autumn 2025

KEY DATES

Monday 23rd March
Parent Consultation Week 

Friday 27th March
YR Class Assembly 2.15pm

Thursday 2nd April
End of term 3 – school 
closes at 1pm

Monday 20th April
Term 5 begins

‘Inspire to Aspire’

Congratulations to these children who received the following PINs

PRICE LIST
Piece of fruit 10p

Welch’s 30p
Hot Chocolate 30p

Smoothies 50p
Rosary Beads £1

Team wristbands £1
Water bottles £2

Spare water bottle lids 50p
Meal Deal – Hot Chocolate 

and Welch’s 50p
Open Mondays and 

Wednesdays

Congratulations to these children who won an award last week
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This week’s focus for Y3 & Y4: 
  
                                           Safe & unsafe touch (consolidation)

We revisited our learning on safe touch and had lots of thoughtful questions 
from the children, so we encourage you to continue these important 
conversations at home.

Talk together about:

• Trusted adults – Who your child can talk to if they ever feel worried or 
uncomfortable (both at home and at school). 

• Speaking up – Practise simple ways to start a conversation, such as “I need 
to tell you something” or “Something made me feel uncomfortable.” 

• Safe vs unsafe touch – Reinforce that safe touch should never be a secret 
and should not make us feel worried, confused or uncomfortable. 

• Secrets vs surprises – Remind children that surprises are fun and 
temporary, but secrets about safety should always be shared with a trusted 
adult. 

These ongoing conversations help children feel confident, listened to and 
reassured that they will be supported if they ever need help.

Which British Value?

We often come across rules, whether in games 
or laws we need to follow. When we all follow 
the same rules, we create a fair and fun 
environment that helps every person feel 
included and valued.

Rainbow Curriculum Link

In Culture Club this 
term, we are learning 
about Dartford.

This story highlights how shared interests 
can bring people together across ages and 
cultures. In our Rainbow Curriculum, this 
connects strongly with the strand 
Communication and Collaboration. Games 
like Pokemon and other activities naturally encourage communication skills, 
such as listening, explaining ideas, asking questions, and sharing opinions. 
They also support collaboration, as children often learn how to cooperate, 
respect others’ ideas, and build positive relationships when playing. 
Learning to talk, listen, share, and work together is an important skill that 
supports friendships, confidence, and lifelong learning. 

Madame Österberg, whose full name 
was Martina Bergman Österberg, was a 
Swedish physical education teacher 
who moved to England to promote 
exercise and sport for women. In 1895 
she moved her training college to 
Dartford, where women were trained 
to become physical education teachers. 

At the college (now the site of North 
Kent College in Oakfield Lane), she 
introduced a version of basketball to 
her students. The students then 
adapted the game by playing it 
outdoors, adding nets to the hoops 
and creating new rules, which led to 
the development of the sport we now 
know as netball. Because these 
changes happened at the college in 
Dartford is often described as the 
birthplace of netball.
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PARENT & FAMILY SUPPORT
Mental Health, Wellbeing and Safeguarding Resources

St Anselm’s Catholic Primary School

Safeguarding Support at School

If you have concerns about your safety, your child’s safety, or their wellbeing, please contact the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (DSL).

Email: dsl@st-anselms.kent.sch.uk

If a child is in immediate danger call 999.

Domestic Abuse Support

National Domestic Abuse Helpline 

Call 0808 2000 247 (24 hours a day) 

Chat: Mon–Fri 10am–10pm

Domestic abuse support information

Additional Support Services

Childline: 0800 1111 (24hrs)

Samaritans: 116 123 (24hrs) 

YoungMinds

Beat Eating Disorder Support 

Kidscape

Fast Track Counselling for Parents

North Kent Mind offers fast track counselling for parents.

£40–£45 per session with short waiting times. 

Visit service page

Kooth – Free Online Mental Health Support 

Free anonymous online counselling for young people aged 10–25. Available daily 

including evenings and weekends.

www.kooth.com

Parent support email: parents@kooth.com

mailto:dsl@st-anselms.kent.sch.uk
mailto:dsl@st-anselms.kent.sch.uk
mailto:dsl@st-anselms.kent.sch.uk
https://www.dartford.gov.uk/domestic-violence/domestic-violence-help/3
https://www.dartford.gov.uk/domestic-violence/domestic-violence-help/3
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.b-eat.co.uk/
https://www.b-eat.co.uk/
https://www.kidscape.org.uk/
https://northkentmind.co.uk/fast-track-counselling-and-therapy-service/
https://northkentmind.co.uk/fast-track-counselling-and-therapy-service/
https://www.kooth.com/
mailto:parents@kooth.com

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8

