
5th October 
Autumn 2026

‘Trust in the Lord… and He will direct your path.’ Adapted from Proverbs 3:5-6

One of the greatest strengths of St Anselm’s is our wonderfully rich, vibrant and 
diverse school community. We are incredibly fortunate to have children and 
families from so many different cultural backgrounds, each bringing their own 
traditions, languages and heritage to our school. This diversity is something to 
be truly celebrated. It enriches our children’s experiences, broadens their 
understanding of the world and makes our school such a special place to 
belong. As a Catholic school, we recognise that every person is made in the 
image and likeness of God. Although we may come from different countries, 
speak different languages and celebrate different traditions, we are united by 
the values of love, kindness and respect. Our differences do not divide us; they 
enrich and strengthen our community. This Thursday, we have a wonderful 
opportunity to bring this diversity to life as we celebrate our annual Diversity 
Day. Children are invited to come to school wearing clothing that reflects their 
cultural heritage, whether that is traditional dress, clothing in the colours of 
their national flag or something else that represents their cultural identity. It 
promises to be a colourful and joyful celebration of the many cultures that 
make St Anselm’s so special.

Diversity Disco 
The celebrations continue on Friday 13th November, when our wonderful PTFA 
will be hosting a Diversity Disco from 5.30pm to 8.00pm in the Parish Hall. All 
families are warmly invited to join us for an evening of music, dancing and fun! 
Tuck Shop-style snacks and a selection of alcoholic and soft drinks will be 
available to purchase. Tickets are cheaper when purchased in advance, so please 
see the attached flyer for details. I really do encourage everyone to support this 
event. It is about much more than fundraising; it is an opportunity to come 
together, strengthen friendships and celebrate the wonderful community to 
which we all belong; our diversity is one of our greatest treasures, and something 
of which we should all be enormously proud.

PTFA Annual General Meeting – TONIGHT
Following the letter sent to all parents on Friday, I would like to remind everyone 
of our PTFA Annual General Meeting taking place tonight at 7.00pm in the school 
hall. Our PTFA plays such an important role in the life of St Anselm’s, working 
tirelessly to raise funds and provide wonderful opportunities and experiences for 
our children. The AGM is a chance to find out more about their work, meet the 
committee and hear about plans for the future, including our ambition to gain 
registered charity status. Please do try to come along and show your support. 
You do not need to commit to joining the committee or taking on a role. Simply 
attending demonstrates your appreciation for all that the PTFA does for the good 
of our children and our wider school community. Please remember to confirm 
your attendance using the Google Form linked in Friday’s letter.

Individual & Sibling Photographs
Our school photographer will be visiting tomorrow, Tuesday 10th November, to 
take individual and sibling photographs. Please ensure that children come to 
school looking smart in their full school uniform.

Non-Uniform Day for Bazaar Donations
Next Tuesday 17th November, children are invited to come to school in their own 
clothes in exchange for a donation towards our Parish Bazaar. We are asking 
families to contribute either a bottle for the bottle tombola (something an adult 
would be pleased to win!) or sweets or chocolates for the chocolate tombola.
A collection trolley will be on the playground on Tuesday morning for bottle 
donations. Thank you in advance for your generosity and support in helping to 
make our Parish Bazaar a success!

Today, we came together for a special 
Remembrance Celebration of the Word, 
taking time to remember and pray for all 
those who have died, especially those 
we have loved and lost.
We reflected on the beautiful words of 
Jesus: “There are many rooms in my 
Father's house” (John 14:2), reminding 
us that God has prepared a place for 
each of us in heaven. We also shared the 
story God's Garden by Kevin Morrison, 
which offers a comforting picture of 
heaven as a beautiful garden where we 
can find peace, happiness and eternal 
life with God. Although we feel sadness 
when someone we love dies, our 
Catholic faith gives us great hope. Jesus 
lived, died and rose again, and through 
his Resurrection, he has opened the way 
to eternal life for us all. We can take 
comfort in knowing that death is not the 
end and that one day we too can enjoy 
the peace and beauty of God's heavenly 
garden, reunited with those we love. 
During this month of remembrance, we 
keep all those who have died in our 
thoughts and prayers.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. 

Amen.
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3rd September 
Autumn 2025

‘Trust in the Lord… and He will direct your path.’ Adapted from Proverbs 3:5-6

Admission to Reception 2026
If your child was born between 1st September 2022 and 31st August 2023, you 
can now apply for a place in the Reception Class at St. Anselm’s for September 
2027. Applications can be submitted online, via KCC, starting from Friday 6th 
November. In addition to the online application, please ensure that a Certificate 
of Practice and a Baptism Certificate are provided to the school office as part of 
your supporting documentation. Prospective parents and carers are 
invited to attend an Admissions Meeting on Monday 23rd November 
at 10:30am in the school hall—everyone is welcome but pre-booking 
is encouraged via the QR code. Please see the admissions page on 
our website for more details and the attached Kent information flier. 

New School Lunch Menu
Since the start of this term, a new school lunch menu has been introduced, 
offering children a range of meals to enjoy each day. Please take a look at the 
attached menu for full details of the options available and discuss the choices 
with your child so they know what to expect at lunchtime.

Winter Uniform Reminder
Thank you for ensuring that your child has returned to school today wearing full 
winter uniform. On Fridays the children should wear their tracksuits. Please note 
that jewellery, including bracelets and rubber wristbands that are not continent 
team bands or part of the Poppy Appeal, should not be worn. Thank you.

Congratulations to these children who received an award last week.

KEY DATES

Monday 9th November
PTFA AGM 7pm in the school hall

Tuesday 10th November
Individual & Sibling Photographs

Wednesday 11th November
Y6 trip to Imperial War Museum

Thursday 12th November
Diversity Day in School

Friday 13th November
PTFA Diversity Disco 5.30 – 8pm

Tuesday 17th November
Non-uniform day in exchange for bazaar 
goods

Friday 20th November
Dartford Festival of Light

Saturday 21st November
St Vincent’s Parish Bazaar 12pm – 3pm

Sunday 22nd November
School Mass  - St Vincent’s Church 11am

Monday 23rd November
New Admissions Meeting – 10.30am

Monday 30th November
Y6 SATS & PGL Meeting – 5pm

Friday 11th December
Infant Nativity – 2pm

Wednesday 16th December
Junior Carol Service – St Vincent’s 
Church 7pm 

Thursday 17th December
Choir singing at Bluewater 11am

Friday 18th December
End of Term 2 – school closes 1pm
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This term, we are learning about 
inspirational pieces of music and 

their composers.

Edvard Grieg was a Norwegian 
composer and pianist. Born in 
1843 and died in 1907, his most 
famous composition is ‘In the 
Hall of the Mountain King’ from 
the play Peer Gynt. This piece of 
music is used in the TV advert for 
Alton Towers.

Karl Bushby’s incredible 
journey shows children the 
importance of perseverance, 
determination and adapting to 
challenges. Despite facing 
many obstacles, he continued 
working towards his goal.
His story teaches children that 
resilience means not giving up 
when things get difficult, while 
adaptability means finding 
new ways forward. It also 
reminds us that the 
experiences and lessons we 
gain along the way can be just 
as important as reaching our 
destination.

British adventurer Karl Bushby has returned to the UK, 
after spending almost 28 years travelling around the 
world on an incredible journey home. Since leaving 
Chile in 1998, he has travelled through jungles, deserts 
and icy landscapes, even swimming across seas to 
continue his adventure. Karl’s journey has been filled

Things to talk about at home...
• Karl spent almost 28 years travelling. Why might he have chosen to take 

on such an enormous challenge?
• What do you think Karl may have learned about himself during this time?
• Can you think of a time when you enjoyed working towards something 

more than actually achieving it?

Click here for a 
YouTube link to hear 
this piece of music.

with amazing experiences, challenges and achievements.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqvHWUZZdP0&list=RDOqvHWUZZdP0&start_radio=1


https://www.pta-events.co.uk/stanselms/








PARENT & FAMILY SUPPORT
Mental Health, Wellbeing and Safeguarding Resources

St Anselm’s Catholic Primary School

Safeguarding Support at School

If you have concerns about your safety, your child’s safety, or their wellbeing, please contact the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (DSL).

Email: dsl@st-anselms.kent.sch.uk

If a child is in immediate danger call 999.

Domestic Abuse Support

National Domestic Abuse Helpline 

Call 0808 2000 247 (24 hours a day) 

Chat: Mon–Fri 10am–10pm

Domestic abuse support information

Additional Support Services

Childline: 0800 1111 (24hrs)

Samaritans: 116 123 (24hrs) 

YoungMinds

Beat Eating Disorder Support 

Kidscape

Fast Track Counselling for Parents

North Kent Mind offers fast track counselling for parents.

£40–£45 per session with short waiting times. 

Visit service page

Kooth – Free Online Mental Health Support 

Free anonymous online counselling for young people aged 10–25. Available daily 

including evenings and weekends.

www.kooth.com

Parent support email: parents@kooth.com

mailto:dsl@st-anselms.kent.sch.uk
https://www.dartford.gov.uk/domestic-violence/domestic-violence-help/3
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.b-eat.co.uk/
https://www.kidscape.org.uk/
https://northkentmind.co.uk/fast-track-counselling-and-therapy-service/
https://www.kooth.com/
mailto:parents@kooth.com
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