
5th October 
Autumn 2026

‘Trust in the Lord… and He will direct your path.’ Adapted from Proverbs 3:5-6

What a wonderful celebration we enjoyed for Africa Day last week! For the first 
time, our celebrations extended beyond the Africa Team to involve the whole 
school, thanks to the generosity of three parents – Mrs Mary Ajala, Mrs Liz 
Ajala and Mrs Audrey Johnson. These three ladies gave up a day of work to 
come into school and spend the day preparing jollof rice for us all to enjoy. It 
was delicious and a lovely reminder of just how rich and culturally diverse our 
school community is. We enjoyed a special Mass and a fantastic party, but the 
jollof rice really was the ‘icing on the cake!’ It would be wonderful if other 
members of our parent community could come together for future Team 
Celebration Days, sharing a little taste of their cultural heritage with our 
children. Our next Team Celebration Day is Thursday 19th November, when it 
will be Asia's turn! If any parents of Asian heritage would be willing to come 
into school and prepare a simple traditional dish from their culture for the 
children to sample, I would absolutely love to hear from you. Please contact me 
through the school office. What a wonderful opportunity this is to celebrate the 
many cultures that make up our St Anselm’s family. I hope Africa Day will be the 
start of a new tradition, bringing our community together through food, 
friendship and a shared appreciation of the richness and diversity that makes 
our school so special.

Parent Consultation Week
This week is Parent Consultation Week, and teachers are looking forward to 
meeting with you to discuss how your child has settled into their new class, 
routines and expectations, and the progress they are making. Whether your 
appointment is face-to-face or online, please ensure that you are ready in good 
time. To ensure fairness to all families and keep appointments running to 
schedule, we will unfortunately be unable to accommodate late arrivals or 
missed appointments. If you have booked an online consultation, please try to 
log in 10 minutes before your appointment. This will allow time to resolve any 
technical difficulties. Should you experience problems connecting, please 
telephone the school office so that we can arrange for your consultation to take 
place as an audio call rather than a video call. Thank you for your cooperation. 
We look forward to sharing your child's achievements and working together to 
support their continued progress.

Book Fair 8th – 14th October, 3.15pm-3.45pm
We are very much looking forward to welcoming you to our autumn book 
fair from this Thursday. Remember: every penny spent at the book fair earns 
rewards for our school to buy new books for our school library! Please note that 
no cash will be accepted at the book fair. Payments can be made online ahead of 
the fair by clicking on this link, via QR codes available to scan in the school hall or 
via contactless payment. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact Miss Senington via the school office. We can't wait to see you there!

Developing Independence – Using a Knife and Fork
We would really appreciate parents of children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
supporting us by encouraging their children to practise using a knife and fork at 
home, particularly cutting up their own food. We have noticed that on some days 
when meat is on the menu, children are choosing not to eat their meals, not 
because they dislike the food, but because they are unable to cut it themselves.
Being able to use a knife and fork confidently is an important life skill that helps 
children develop independence. A little practice at home will make a big 
difference and help children enjoy their school lunches with greater confidence. 
Thank you for your help with this.

More overleaf…

In this week’s Gospel, Jesus tells the 
story of a king who prepares a wonderful 
wedding feast for his son. When the 
invited guests refuse to come, the king 
sends his servants out to invite everyone 
they meet, welcoming people from all 
walks of life. Jesus reminds us that God’s 
love and invitation are for everyone. He 
invites each of us to be part of His family, 
but it is up to us to accept that 
invitation. We do this not just through 
our words, but through our actions – by 
showing kindness, forgiving others, 
helping those in need and making 
choices that reflect God's love. The 
message for us: God welcomes everyone 
to His table. Are we ready to say 'yes' to 
His invitation and make others feel 
equally welcome?

Loving Father,
Thank you for inviting us to be part of 

Your family and for welcoming everyone 
with open arms. Help us to say ‘yes’ to 
Your invitation through the choices we 

make each day. Teach us to show 
kindness, share Your love and make 

others feel valued and included. May 
our words and actions reflect Your love 
so that everyone feels welcome at Your 

table.
Amen.

N
A

V
IG

A
TIN

G
TODAY…SHAPING TO

M
O

RR
O

W

INSPIRE TO
A

SP
IR

E

12th October
Autumn 2026

https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/pay/84545748


3rd September 
Autumn 2025

‘Trust in the Lord… and He will direct your path.’ Adapted from Proverbs 3:5-6

Morning drop-off thanks
Thank you to those parents and carers who have responded to our requests to 
bring their children on to the playground in the mornings rather than dropping 
them at the gate or otherwise. This is an important part of our safeguarding 
practice and routines and we are grateful for your support.

DfE Breakfast Club Survey
Further to the email sent out last week, we have been asked to remind all parents 
to take part in their survey. Have you had your say yet? There’s still time to tell 
them about your morning routines and before school childcare to be in with a 
chance of winning £100. The survey takes about 10 minutes: click here to take 
part. Thank you to everyone who has already done so.

Progressive Sports Holiday Club
Progressive Sports are running a holiday club during half term at our Lady’s 
Catholic Primary School. Please see attached flier for details

Congratulations to these children who received an award last week.

KEY DATES

Monday 12th October
Parent Consultation Week

Monday 19th October
Flu Vaccinations

Wednesday 21st October
YR Welcome Assembly – 2.15pm

Thursday 22nd October
Y5 trip to Tower of London

Friday 23rd October
Y4 trip to Westminster Abbey

Friday 23rd October
End of Term 1

Monday 26th October
Half Term Week – School closed

Monday 2nd November
Inset Day – School closed to pupils

Monday 9th November
PTFA AGM 7pm in the school hall

Tuesday 10th November
Individual & Sibling Photographs

Wednesday 11th November
Y6 trip to Imperial War Museum
Sunday 22nd November
School Mass  - St Vincent’s Church 11am

Monday 23rd November
New Admissions Meeting – 10.30am

Monday 30th November
Y6 SATS & PGL Meeting – 5pm

Friday 11th December
Infant Nativity – 2pm

Wednesday 16th December
Junior Carol Service – St Vincent’s 
Church 7pm TBC

Friday 18th December
End of Term 2 – school closes 1pm

https://insights.ipsosinteractive.com/mrIWeb/mrIWeb.dll?I.Project=S26048194&Id=&i.user1=R4ZDNC
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Oskar Schindler was a German businessman during the Second World 
War. At first, he employed Jewish people in his factories because they 
were a source of cheap labour. However, as he saw how terribly 
Jewish people were being treated by the Nazis, his attitude changed.

Schindler began using his money, influence and factories to protect 
Jewish workers. He persuaded Nazi officials that the people working 
for him were needed for important work and created a list of people 
who should be kept at his factory rather than sent to concentration 
camps.

By the end of the war, Schindler had no money left in his business but 
he had helped to save the lives of around 1,200 Jewish people. His 
story shows us that people can change their choices and choose to 
stand up for others, even when doing so involves great personal risk.

  
                                         

  

This term, we are learning 
about some of the most 

inspirational humanitarians.

This story links to 
Leadership and 
Confidence because it 
encourages children to 
recognise that their ideas 
and choices matter. Good 
leaders listen to 
information, think carefully 
about different viewpoints 
and have the confidence to 
express their own opinions.  
Learning to do this helps 
prepare them to become 
responsible leaders in 
school and in their wider 
community — an 
important aim of our 
Rainbow Curriculum.

The government has announced plans to make food 
served in schools across England healthier from 
September 2027. Under the proposed rules, schools 
would serve more fruit, vegetables and fibre-rich foods, 

Things to talk about at home...
• Who usually decides what your family eats at home? Do you take turns? 

Does everyone help choose the meals?
• What are some of the things you think are important to consider when 

choosing what we eat?
• If you could suggest one new school meal, what would it be?

while deep-fried foods and foods containing lots of fat, sugar or salt 
would be restricted. Schools would still offer familiar meals, but they 
would use healthier ingredients and cooking methods.





https://enrolmy.com/progressive-sports-se-london-and-kent/activity/88-Our_Lady_s_Active_Camp_October_half_term?emyatb=4w7ygdi444








PARENT & FAMILY SUPPORT
Mental Health, Wellbeing and Safeguarding Resources

St Anselm’s Catholic Primary School

Safeguarding Support at School

If you have concerns about your safety, your child’s safety, or their wellbeing, please contact the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (DSL).

Email: dsl@st-anselms.kent.sch.uk

If a child is in immediate danger call 999.

Domestic Abuse Support

National Domestic Abuse Helpline 

Call 0808 2000 247 (24 hours a day) 

Chat: Mon–Fri 10am–10pm

Domestic abuse support information

Additional Support Services

Childline: 0800 1111 (24hrs)

Samaritans: 116 123 (24hrs) 

YoungMinds

Beat Eating Disorder Support 

Kidscape

Fast Track Counselling for Parents

North Kent Mind offers fast track counselling for parents.

£40–£45 per session with short waiting times. 

Visit service page

Kooth – Free Online Mental Health Support 

Free anonymous online counselling for young people aged 10–25. Available daily 

including evenings and weekends.

www.kooth.com

Parent support email: parents@kooth.com

mailto:dsl@st-anselms.kent.sch.uk
https://www.dartford.gov.uk/domestic-violence/domestic-violence-help/3
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.b-eat.co.uk/
https://www.kidscape.org.uk/
https://northkentmind.co.uk/fast-track-counselling-and-therapy-service/
https://www.kooth.com/
mailto:parents@kooth.com
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