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‘Trust in the Lord… and He will direct your path.’ Adapted from Proverbs 3:5-6

INSPIRE TO
A

SP
IR

E
Children’s learning does not begin and end at the school gates. They learn at 
school, at home and through the many experiences they have every day. When 
home and school work together, we give our children the strongest foundations 
for success. Last week, Miss Senington wrote to all parents outlining changes to 
our Homework Policy, with a clear focus on the essential skills of number 
(NumBots and Times Tables Rock Stars), spelling and reading. Please make sure 
you are familiar with the expectations for your child’s year group and support 
them in developing these important skills at home. We warmly invite parents to 
our Meet the Teacher session at 2.00pm on Wednesday 30 September. This is 
an opportunity to hear directly from your child’s teacher about expectations for 
the year and how you can support learning at home. This will be followed by 
Stay and Play until the end of the school day, when children whose parents are 
attending can enjoy some of our OPAL play resources with them. Further details 
will be emailed this week. Throughout the year, there will be many more 
opportunities for parents to engage with school through meetings, workshops 
and other events, all designed to strengthen the partnership between home 
and school and secure the very best outcomes for our children. Please come 
along, get involved and work with us – together we can make a real difference.

Keeping Children Safe: Our New Allergy Management Policy
Following the information shared last week regarding Benedict’s Law and allergy 
safety, we ask all parents to ensure that their child’s water bottle and lunch box 
are clearly labelled with their name. This simple step helps us to prevent children 
accidentally using or sharing another child’s items and is particularly important 
for pupils with allergies. Thank you for helping us to keep everyone safe.

St Vincent’s Feast Day – Sunday 27th September
We look forward to joining our parish community to celebrate the Feast Day of St 
Vincent, the patron saint of our parish, with a special Mass at 11.00am, followed 
by a Bring and Share celebration in the parish hall. All families are warmly invited 
to come along and join this special parish celebration. Parents of children in Years 
4, 5 and 6 will already have received an email inviting their child to be part of a 
school choir representing St Anselm’s at the Mass. Our children will help to lead 
the singing and will also sign during the Offertory Procession. It would be 
wonderful to see as many of our school families as possible there as we come 
together with our parish to celebrate St Vincent’s Feast Day.

Free School Meals – Please Apply This Month
Parents will already have received an email about changes to Free School Meals 
from September 2026. If you receive Universal Credit, please apply by the end of 
September, even if you are unsure whether you qualify or your child does not 
usually have a school meal. Registration can mean your child qualifies for a free 
school meal and may also bring valuable Pupil Premium funding, supporting 
interventions, reduced-cost trips, uniform and other opportunities. It costs 
nothing to check and could benefit both your child and our school. Thank you.

Food Bank 
Each Friday, children are invited to bring one food item for the trolley on the 
playground. Donations are taken to the local food bank at St Edmund’s Church.
Thank you for continuing to support this important act of kindness.

Active Travel Survey – Please Have Your Say
Our school is taking part in a national project looking at walking, wheeling and 
cycling to school and what could make active travel easier for families. Parents of 
children in Reception, Year 1, Year 5 and Year 6 are invited to complete a short 
10-minute online survey by 14 October 2026. You can take part even if your child 
does not currently walk, wheel or cycle to school. Please click here to complete 
the survey. Your views will help inform future improvements to active travel for 
children. Thank you.

In this week’s Gospel, Peter asks Jesus 
how many times he should forgive 
someone who has hurt him. Jesus 
replies, “seventy times seven” – not 
because we should keep count, but 
because forgiveness should have no 
limit. Jesus reminds us that, just as God 
shows us mercy and gives us another 
chance when we get things wrong, we 
are called to do the same for others. In 
fact, we pray for this every time we say 
the Lord’s Prayer: “Forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.” These familiar 
words remind us that receiving God’s 
forgiveness also calls us to forgive 
others.
We will all make mistakes. What matters 
is being ready to say sorry, to forgive 
and to begin again. Each time we 
choose kindness and mercy over anger, 
we follow the example of Jesus and 
allow His light to shine through us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass 

against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
Amen.

survey.natcen.ac.uk/mrIWeb/mrIWeb.dll?I.Project=P2042601_MAI_V1&i.user1=130899
survey.natcen.ac.uk/mrIWeb/mrIWeb.dll?I.Project=P2042601_MAI_V1&i.user1=130899
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‘Trust in the Lord… and He will direct your path.’ Adapted from Proverbs 3:5-6

Congratulations to these children who received awards last week. KEY DATES

Monday 14th September
YR in full time

Wednesday 30th September
Meet with the teacher followed by stay 
and play – 2pm

Thursday 8th October
Travelling Book Fair

Monday 12th October
Parent Consultation Week – details to 
follow

Monday 19th October
Flu Vaccinations

Tuesday 20th October
Extra-Curricular Afternoon

Wednesday 21st October
YR Welcome Assembly – 2.15pm

Friday 23rd October
End of Term 1

Monday 26th October
Half Term Week – School closed

Monday 2nd November
Inset Day – School closed to pupils

Tuesday 10th November
Individual & Sibling Photographs

Monday 23rd November
New Admissions Meeting – 10.30am

Monday 30th November
Y6 SATS & PGL Meeting – 5pm

Friday 11th December
Infant Nativity – 2pm

Wednesday 16th December
Junior Carol Service – St Vincent’s 
Church 7pm TBC

Friday 18th December
End of Term 2 – school closes 1pm





PARENT & FAMILY SUPPORT
Mental Health, Wellbeing and Safeguarding Resources

St Anselm’s Catholic Primary School

Safeguarding Support at School

If you have concerns about your safety, your child’s safety, or their wellbeing, please contact the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (DSL).

Email: dsl@st-anselms.kent.sch.uk

If a child is in immediate danger call 999.

Domestic Abuse Support

National Domestic Abuse Helpline 

Call 0808 2000 247 (24 hours a day) 

Chat: Mon–Fri 10am–10pm

Domestic abuse support information

Additional Support Services

Childline: 0800 1111 (24hrs)

Samaritans: 116 123 (24hrs) 

YoungMinds

Beat Eating Disorder Support 

Kidscape

Fast Track Counselling for Parents

North Kent Mind offers fast track counselling for parents.

£40–£45 per session with short waiting times. 

Visit service page

Kooth – Free Online Mental Health Support 

Free anonymous online counselling for young people aged 10–25. Available daily 

including evenings and weekends.

www.kooth.com

Parent support email: parents@kooth.com

mailto:dsl@st-anselms.kent.sch.uk
https://www.dartford.gov.uk/domestic-violence/domestic-violence-help/3
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.b-eat.co.uk/
https://www.kidscape.org.uk/
https://northkentmind.co.uk/fast-track-counselling-and-therapy-service/
https://www.kooth.com/
mailto:parents@kooth.com
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