
In the Catholic Church, the month of May is traditionally dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. Mary is honoured as our mother, a gift given to us by Jesus 
while He was on the cross. In the Gospel, Jesus entrusted Mary to His disciple 
with the words, “Behold your mother”—and in doing so, He entrusted her to all 
of us. This reminds us that Mary cares for us, prays for us, and walks with us in 
our journey of faith. In recognition of how important Mary is in our lives, we 
will be holding a special Celebration of the Word next week. As part of our 
preparations, each child will be given a green stick to act as the stem for a 
flower that they will create and present to Mary during the celebration. This is 
something we have done before, and it is always a very special and meaningful 
assembly. We would greatly appreciate your support by encouraging your child 
to make their flower at home and bring it into school ready for the Celebration 
of the Word next week. Thank you for helping us make this a prayerful and 
memorable occasion.

Healthy Eating - Thank You for Supporting Healthier Choices
We would like to extend a sincere thank you to all parents and carers for your 
support in promoting healthier, more balanced packed lunches and breaktime 
snacks. It has been wonderful to see the positive changes that have already taken 
place in such a short space of time. Lunchboxes are increasingly filled with a 
wider variety of nutritious options and fewer high-sugar items. Even more 
encouraging has been the children’s response—they are taking pride in their 
lunch choices and showing a real willingness to try new foods. Your support is 
making a meaningful difference to the children’s wellbeing and helping to build 
positive, lifelong habits. Thank you once again.

Dartford Bear Hunt in support of Ellenor
Thank you so much for your generous support of the Dartford Bear Hunt in aid of 
Ellenor. We were absolutely delighted to see so many children take part in the 
competition to have their design featured on our school bear. Your contributions 
have helped us raise just over half of the money pledged so far—an incredible 
achievement! The standard of artwork submitted across all classes was truly 
outstanding; every entry reflected great creativity and effort, and we are very 
proud of all the children who took part. The winners were announced in last 
week’s PRIDE Assembly, and their designs are attached for you to see. A special 
thank you goes to Mrs Kelly and Mrs Beckley, who carefully transferred the 
winning designs onto our bear. We were thrilled to unveil “Anselm” during last 
Friday’s PRIDE Assembly, and the children were so excited to see the finished 
result—it really does look spectacular! Anselm has now been returned to Ellenor 
to be varnished and prepared for display. While the children have enjoyed an 
exclusive first look, we are not yet able to share images more widely—you will 
have to wait until Anselm appears on the Bear Hunt trail! Please keep an eye on 
future editions of Compass for more information about our upcoming Teddy 
Bears’ Picnic which hopefully will raise even more money for the charity. 

Mobile Phone Use on the Playground
Earlier today, parents and carers will have received a letter outlining an important 
update regarding mobile phone use on the playground at the end of the school 
day. This follows growing concerns about the increasing use of phones during 
collection time, as well as a recent incident which highlighted potential 
safeguarding risks. As safeguarding is our highest priority, we are asking all 
parents and carers to refrain from using mobile phones while on the playground. 
We also ask that any issues regarding collection arrangements are communicated 
directly with the school office, rather than between parents. We appreciate your 
continued support in helping us maintain a safe, calm, and positive environment 
for all members of our school community. If you have any questions, please refer 
to the full letter or contact the school office.

5th May
Summer 2026
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‘Trust in the Lord… and He will direct your path.’ Adapted from Proverbs 3:5-6

INSPIRE TO
A

SP
IR

E

In this week’s Gospel, Jesus comforts His 
worried disciples, urging them to trust 
in God and in Him. He promises they are 
not alone and that He is preparing a 
place for them. When Jesus says, “I am 
the way and the truth and the life,” He 
shows that following Him leads us to 
God and teaches us how to live well. He 
also reminds His followers that their 
faith can make a difference, continuing 
His work in the world.
For us today, this passage is an invitation 
to trust in uncertain times and to live 
with hope, love, and confidence in the 
path Jesus shows.

Loving God,
when our hearts feel worried or 
unsure, help us to trust in You.

Thank You for Jesus, who shows us the 
way, teaches us the truth, and fills our 

lives with hope.
Guide us to follow His example each 
day—loving others, choosing what is 

right, and living with courage.
Stay close to us and lead us in Your 

peace.
Amen.



3rd September 
Autumn 2025

‘Inspire to Aspire’

Congratulations to these children who won an award last week KEY DATES

Monday 11th May – 14th May
KS2 SATS

Wednesday 13th May
YR & Y3 Kent Life Trip

Thursday 14th May
Feast of the Ascension

Friday 15th May
Y4 & Y5 Leeds Castle Trip

Monday 18th May – 22nd May
Y6 PGL Trip

Monday 25th May
Half Term Week – School Closed

Monday 1st June
Term 6 begins

Saturday 6th June
First Holy Communion

Tuesday 9th June
Class Photos

Friday 12th June
Sports Day

Thursday 18th June
America Team Celebration Day

Saturday 27th June
PTFA Family Festival

Wednesday 8th July
KS2 Aladdin Production

Thursday 9th July
KS2 Aladdin Production

Friday 17th July
Leavers’ Disco

Tuesday 21st July
Leavers’ Mass
Last day of Term. School closes 
1pm

PRICE LIST
Piece of fruit 10p

Welch’s Fruit-based snack 30p
Popcorn 15p

Smoothies 50p
Rosary Beads £1

Team wristbands £1
Water bottles £2

Spare water bottle lids 50p
Fruit Ice Pops coming soon

Open Mondays and 
Wednesdays



Congratulations to these children whose designs will feature on the Ellenor bear.
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The Starry Night was painted in 1889 by Vincent van Gogh while 
he was staying at Saint-Paul-de-Mausole in the south of France. 
The painting is in the Post-Impressionist style, which means Van 
Gogh used bold colours, thick brushstrokes, and imaginative 
shapes to show feelings rather than paint things exactly as they 
look. It shows a quiet village at night with a tall dark cypress tree, 
while above it the sky is full of bright, swirling stars and a glowing 
moon. Van Gogh painted the scene from his window, but he made 
the sky much more dramatic to express his emotions—mixing 
calmness with movement—so the peaceful town below contrasts 
with the energetic, almost magical sky, reflecting how he 
sometimes felt both quiet and full of strong emotions at the same 
time.

  
                                         Water safety

  

This week’s focus for Y5 & Y6:

Key messages we learned:
1. Water can be dangerous in many environments including rivers, canals, lakes, the sea, 

paddling pools and ponds.
2. Being a strong swimmer in a pool does not always mean we are safe in open or cold water.

This week’s task:
Teach someone at home the Water Safety Code:
1. Stop and think – spot the dangers
2. Stay together – never go near water alone
3. In an emergency, float – try to stay calm and starfish
4. Call 999 – get help as quickly as possible

How you can support at home:
Talk with your child about different water environments 
they may encounter and the risks associated with them. 
Reinforce the importance of staying together, recognising 
hazards and knowing what to do in an emergency. These 
conversations help children feel more confident and 
prepared to stay safe around water.

This story helps teach children 
about initiative and 
independence by showing how 
people can be supported to do 
things for themselves and stay in 
control of their own lives. It 
reinforces the idea that 
independence looks different for 
everyone, and that using tools or 
technology can help people take 
initiative and build confidence. It 
also supports children’s 
understanding of self-
appreciation and mutual respect 
by encouraging them to value 
each person’s needs and 
differences, respect others’ 
dignity, appreciate that everyone 
may need help in different ways, 
and develop empathy towards 
people living with conditions such 
as dementia.

New AI-supported glasses to help people with 
dementia or memory problems have won a £1 million 
prize. The glasses, made by the company CrossSense, 
can recognise objects and show labels or give spoken 
instructions to help people remember what things are 
and what to do. They use an AI assistant that learns 
how each person lives and adapts to their needs over 
time. Early tests show these glasses could help wearers feel more confident 
and independent in their daily lives.

Things to talk about at home …
➢ Do you think these glasses are a good idea or not? 
➢ Is it better for people to get help from technology or from other people? Why? 
➢ How might these glasses make someone feel more confident or independent? 
➢ What technology do you use at home to help you? How does it help?

In Culture Club this term, 
we are learning about 

famous paintings.

3. Cold water can affect breathing and movement, especially if we enter it unexpectedly.
4. It is important to recognise potential dangers around water and think carefully before going near it.
5. Staying with others helps keep us safer around water.
6. In an emergency, knowing what to do can save lives.







PARENT & FAMILY SUPPORT
Mental Health, Wellbeing and Safeguarding Resources

St Anselm’s Catholic Primary School

Safeguarding Support at School

If you have concerns about your safety, your child’s safety, or their wellbeing, please contact the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (DSL).

Email: dsl@st-anselms.kent.sch.uk

If a child is in immediate danger call 999.

Domestic Abuse Support

National Domestic Abuse Helpline 

Call 0808 2000 247 (24 hours a day) 

Chat: Mon–Fri 10am–10pm

Domestic abuse support information

Additional Support Services

Childline: 0800 1111 (24hrs)

Samaritans: 116 123 (24hrs) 

YoungMinds

Beat Eating Disorder Support 

Kidscape

Fast Track Counselling for Parents

North Kent Mind offers fast track counselling for parents.

£40–£45 per session with short waiting times. 

Visit service page

Kooth – Free Online Mental Health Support 

Free anonymous online counselling for young people aged 10–25. Available daily 

including evenings and weekends.

www.kooth.com

Parent support email: parents@kooth.com

mailto:dsl@st-anselms.kent.sch.uk
https://www.dartford.gov.uk/domestic-violence/domestic-violence-help/3
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.b-eat.co.uk/
https://www.kidscape.org.uk/
https://northkentmind.co.uk/fast-track-counselling-and-therapy-service/
https://www.kooth.com/
mailto:parents@kooth.com
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