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Our story 

The story we are going to look at is ‘The King of the Fishes’. This traditional  story 
has been passed around the world by many people which means that there are 
many different versions of the story out there. Our story is Pie Corbett’s version.  
 
You can listen to a recording of the story here: 
https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/fishes 

The King of the Fishes 

Once upon a time there was a poor fisherman called Li.   

Every day, he went down to the sea to fish.  There he 
stood on the rocks and threw the nets into the icy 
waters and waited.  When he pulled the nets in, he 
would take any fish back to the market and sell them. 

One day, he caught a huge fish.  It had silver scales 
that glittered in the sunlight, blood–red fins and a 
golden crown. It was so beautiful that Li stood, 

amazed, staring at the fish as it thrashed about in the net.  Suddenly Li 
felt guilty.  It was so beautiful, and surely it must have a family… 

So, he scooped it up out of the net and set it free.  Li stood watching as 
the fish swam out to sea.  Then, to his amazement, it turned and spoke 
to him. 

  I wonder what you 
will like about the 
story. What will 
surprise you? What will 
it remind you of?    
 

 


