
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hanukkah, often called the Festival of lights, is an eight day festival celebrated in 
December. it is the only festival not mentioned in the Hebrew scriptures. it is based on 
a legend from the 2nd second century BC of the victory of Judas Maccabeus over 
Antiochus, a Syrian king who had destroyed the temple. Hanukkah celebrates how the 
menorah, the seven-branched candlestick, stayed alight for eight days in spite of there 
only being enough oil for one day. This festival is based on the story found in 1 
Maccabees 4: 36-51, although it does not include the story of the lights. 
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Stories R.1.1 Listen to and talk about religious stories and 
respond to what they hear with relevant 
comments 

 R.1.2 Use a variety of materials, tools and techniques 
to express religious stories.  

 R.1.3 Represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings 
about religious stories develop their own 
narratives and explanations of religious stories 
by connecting ideas and events to the scripture 
source used.  

 R.1.4 Read and understand simple sentences from 
scripture or their own religious stories. 

Beliefs R.2 Listen, talk about and role play similarities and 
differences between themselves and others and 
families, 

 R.3 Listen, talk about and role play similarities and 
differences between Church traditions. 

Actions R.5 Listen, talk about and role play how people 
behave in the local, national and universal 
Church community 

Key figures 
in history 

R.6 Listen, talk about key figures in the history of 
the People of God. 

Church R.8 Listen, talk about and role play similarities and 
differences between Church communities and 
Church traditions. 

Worship  Listen, talk about religious signs and symbols 
used in worship, including the celebration of the 
sacraments. 

Vocabulary R.9 Use religious words and phrases 
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Thoughts R.12.1 Say what they wonder about.  
 R.12.2 Ask wondering questions about the areas of 

study and recognise that some of them are 
difficult to answer. 

Feelings R.14.1 Talk about their own feelings, experiences and 
thing that matter to them.  

 R.14.2  Ask and respond to questions about their own 
and others’ feelings, experiences and things that 
matter to them. 

Reflection   

Sp
ir

it
u

al
 

R
ef

le
ct

io
n

 
(o

p
p

o
rt

u
n

it
ie

s

) 

Points of 
view 

R.16 Listening to a different point of view  

Religious 
Sources  

R.17 To be able to talk about the hymns they sing 
and the prayers they say. 

Making 
Judgements 

  

 

Vocabulary 

Special days, Jewish, Hanukkah, lamp, light, 
Menorah 

 

 

Story 

 

 

 The Jewish story of Hanukkah 

 Objects and Images 

 

 

Dreidel  

 

 

  

Menorah  

  

 


