Subtracting fractions

To subtract fractions, first we check they have the same denominators.
Then we just subtract one numerator from the other.

Subtracting fractions that have the same denominator Two of the

To subtract fractions with the same denominator, we simply subtract the original thr ee/’
numerators. So, if we subtract Va from 3%, we get %, or 1. qdrters.are ieft

Subtracting fractions that have different denominators

Let's try the calculation 32 - 2/5. As with 1 2. N
adding fractions, first we need to change 3 TE=
The mixed number and make the fractions’
denominators the same.
. We change 31/2 to an improper fraction s e @ e B s EeiTS
. by multiplying the whole number by 2, 3 g - 2 =
the fraction’s denominator, then adding 1, its
numerator, to make 7/2.
# Now we rewrite the fractions so the =2 =
&“ have the same denominator. The onwesf 7 /-\‘35 2 o 4
common denominator of 772 and /s is 10, R ey R h =
so we change our two fractions into tenths. 2 . | ]O 5 b SIS 1 O
x'$ %2
2 goes into 10 five times, so the A A 5 goes into 10
numerator and denominator are : * twice, so we
multiplied by 5 .- “.. multiply by 2

& We can now subtract one

" numerator from the other like this:

35/10 — 4/10 = 3110. We finish by changing ?—5 — % — % SO 3% _ % = 3%
/10 back into a mixed number.



